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Noah B-F 
UNIVERSITY OF PUGET SOUND 

Hometown: Boise, Idaho  
Years at Riverstone: 5.5 years 
  
Extended Essay: The Effect on the 
Caloric Value of Vegetables When 
Prepared by Different Methods of 
Cooking  

Something that people may not 
know about me… I love the Titanic.  

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience? My CAS experience has 
been amazing. I have become involved 
in so many activities outside of school 
that have allowed me to discover life 
long passions. 

The challenge at Riverstone have 
been... Balancing school and my 
competitive cycling. Also, the EE and 
Personal Project.  

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been… The outdoor trips, turning in 
all the required IB Diploma 
Programme coursework, and finishing 
my EE. 

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… Having learned time 
management skills and gaining more 
confidence when talking to adults. 

Words of advice to younger 
students… Doing the work 
now is easier then doing the 
work the night before.  

Three words… Adventurous. 
Challenging. Unforgettable.

Gabe B 
OBERLIN COLLEGE 

Hometown: Boise, Idaho 
Years at Riverstone: 3 
  
Extended Essay: Concerning the 
Influence of Claude Debussy on Duke 
Ellington

Something that people may not 
know about me… I play the guitar in 
addition to the piano.

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been... The plethora of long-term 
assignments. They’re everywhere, and 
they’re out to get you! In that sense it’s 
been a good opportunity to experience 
what I’ll be dealing with in college and 
beyond, so I guess it’s not all bad. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... The friends I’ve gained here 
and the wide range of experiences 
have been simply incredible. I really 
wonder at how different I would be if I 
had never come here in the first place. 

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… Riverstone has given me 
significantly better critical thinking 
skills in literature, art, and beyond. 
The education that I’ve received in the 
HL Music course has grown my 
musical knowledge and ability to a 
level that is greater than I ever 
imagined it would. 

Words of advice to younger 
students… “Where’s your IA?” For 
everyone’s sake, make sure no one has 
to ask that question. 

Three words… What’s the question?

Sarah B 
UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT 

Hometown: Fairbanks, Alaska 
Years at Riverstone: 6 
  
Extended Essay: To what extent can 
dance transcend its technical structure 
and become a successful method of 
psychotherapy? 

Something that people may not 
know about me… I went through a 
phase when I was little where I was 
obsessed with frogs. I caught one and 
kept it for a week, her name was 
Jessica. 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience? I taught creative 
movement dance classes to children, I 
was an assistant at the Log Cabin 
Literacy Center, and spent the last two 
years as a company member on Focus 
Dance Ensemble. 

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been... Independent and student driven 
success. While we have support from 
our teachers, it is ultimately up to us to 
get the job done well. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... Becoming confident and 
conversational in a second language 
and feeling not only comfortable, but 
at home in the outdoors. 

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps…I have learned to take 
ownership of any issues I have and 
resolve them as they arise. 

Three words… Hilarious. Loving. 
Enduring.
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Zach C 
STANFORD UNIVERSITY  

Hometown: Missoula, Montana  
Years at Riverstone: 3 
  
Extended Essay: The Battle Between 
Ecology and Economy of the Lower 
Four Snake River Dams: When 
should the environmental impacts 
outweigh the economic benefits of 
dams? 

Something that people may not 
know about me… I have two leopard 
geckos – Max and Bluebell.  
  
The challenges at Riverstone have 
been... To balance my athletic and 
academic demands; I want to 
challenge myself in soccer and 
basketball, but equally push myself in 
my classes. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... Achieving a 3rd-place 
conference finish and state 
tournament game in my final 
Riverstone basketball season and 
performing a One Direction song with 
Parker, an Elementary School student, 
during the Variety Show. 

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… Riverstone has ensured 
that I will always explore and stay 
curious in college and beyond. 

Words of advice for younger 
students… Take a moment to 
appreciate your time at Riverstone – 
awesome outdoor adventures, 
exciting classes, and people who truly 
care about you. 

Three words…Engaged. Curious. 
Collaborative.

Gwen D 
CASE WESTERN RESERVE 

WITH THE CLEVELAND 
INSTITUTE OF MUSIC 

Hometown: Boise, Idaho 
Years at Riverstone: 7 
  
Extended Essay: The Effect of 
Introducing Borate Crosslinks on 
Physical Properties of Polyvinyl 
Alcohol? 
  
Something that people may not 
know about me… I am an avid knitter 
and reader. 

The challenges at Riverstone was... 
Riverstone has been challenging for 
me because of the rigorous curriculum, 
the demands of my teachers, and my 
attempts to balance a full life of 
performing and rehearsing with my 
responsibilities at the school. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... the classes that I take every 
day. I love engaging in discussion of 
all sorts of topics and the classes here 
have really pushed me to be 
conversant on a multitude of topics. 
Another big highlight is my Spanish 
class. I did not think upon entering 
Riverstone that I would graduate being 
nearly bilingual, but I am extremely 
grateful that I have been able to spend 
so much time learning a language. 

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… Riverstone taught me 
that I can do anything I set my mind 
to, as long as I am willing to put in the 
work.  

Three words… Rollercoaster. 
Supporting. Joyous. 
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Catherine “Cat” C 
BROWN UNIVERSITY  

Hometown: Chicago, Illinois  
Years at Riverstone: 13 
  
Extended Essay: To what extent did 
the United States’ World War II 
‘Women to Work’ propaganda 
campaign advance the role of women 
in the workforce? 

Something that people may not 
know about me… I still know every 
word to every Hannah Montana 
song… what can I say, Nobody’s 
Perfect.  
  
The challenges at Riverstone have 
been... Time management has 
definitely been hard to figure out. It’s 
easy to overload your schedule, so the 
amount of things to do can be 
overwhelming and you feel like you 
have to sacrifice the quality of your 
work or the amount of things you're 
doing. Finding a nice balance of work 
and activities took me a while. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... The relationships I’ve made 
with teachers are very special, and 
because of their openness and 
positivity, I get excited to go to class 
every day. Outdoor trips brought my 
class together every year, and in a lot 
of ways they are to thank for the 
relationships I have with these 
goofballs now. 

Words of advice for younger 
students… be that someone who 
makes younger kids excited to be a 
part of the community. 

Three words…Comical. Curious. 
Adventure-filled.



Jeremy D 
UNIVERSITY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Hometown: Chicago, Illinois 
Years at Riverstone: 2 
  
Extended Essay: The Rise of Antitrust 
Law in the United States and its 
Impact on the Politics and Policy of 
Regulating the National Economy. 

Something that people may not 
know about me… I have a passion for 
aviation and anything to do with 
caffeine. 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience? I really enjoyed getting to 
explore my interests outside of school, 
and the staff and my teachers have 
supported me as I took an internship in 
government, worked in the local 
startup community, designed and filed 
two patents, and attained my pilot’s 
license. 

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been... Time management and 
managing the IB course load. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... Getting to be a part of the 
school’s amazing community!  

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… Riverstone the faculty 
gives you a lot of respect and 
independence, and going to high 
school in a place where your teachers 
treat you like adults is a huge 
advantage to any student going on to 
college.  

Three words… Rewarding. Rigorous. 
Motivating.

Natalie E 
UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO 

Hometown: Boise, Idaho  
Years at Riverstone: 3 
  
Extended Essay: To what extent was 
Malcolm X’s separatist approach 
effective in his leadership during the 
Civil Rights Movement? 

Something that people may not 
know about me… I’m pretty nerdy 
when it comes to analyzing poetry in 
English class and I have always been 
passionate about music and singing.  

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience? I worked on the Boise 
City Mayor's Council as a Youth 
Representative, I was a camp 
counselor at Paradise Point summer 
camp in McCall ID, and was the 
Welcoming Committee President for 
new students at Riverstone.  

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been... Integrating into a smaller 
academic community and embracing 
its quirky customs and unorthodox 
culture. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been… I directed a play my senior 
year which shaped my leadership 
confidence and taught me how to 
effectively collaborate on an 
independent project with a group of 
spunky, creative actors. 

Words of advice to younger 
students… Be open to trying new 
things and never close yourself off to 
your classmates. 

Three words… Revitalizing. 
Empowering. Inspirational.

Carter G 
ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY, 
BARRETT HONORS PROGRAM 

Hometown: Boise, Idaho 
Years at Riverstone: 9 
  
Extended Essay: To what extent is the 
relationship between Islam and Arabic 
an example of the profound connection 
between language and religion? 
  
Something that people may not 
know about me… I am a bit of a late 
worker. When it’s 2:00 AM and that 
essay is finished, I pop in my earbuds, 
find a mirror, and lip-sync/dance the 
heck out of that jam. It’s the funnest 
thing in the world - and oddly 
therapeutic.  

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been... Keeping up with the sheer 
volume of stuff Riverstone asks of you 
isn’t an easy task, so keeping cool 
under the heavy workload is a 
challenge. You have to remember that 
your teachers are absolutely there for 
you, and your classmates feel that 
struggle just the same. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... my class and my teachers. 

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… I learned to fulfill the 
requirements, but also how I could 
really put myself into the assignment 
and love the work I was doing. 

Words of advice to younger 
students… In the eternal words of 
Amanda Micheletty, “be wrong 
strong.” 

Three words… Individual, but… 
together.
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Tianrun “Sky” L 
CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY 

Hometown: Xi’an, China 
Years at Riverstone: 2 
  
Extended Essay:  To what extent did 
Alibaba use pricing strategies and 
logistics to dominate the e-commerce 
market in China? 

Something that people may not 
know about me… I like talking but 
sometimes don’t know what to say. 
One day when my English is better, I 
hope we will meet again. 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience? I joined the soccer team 
and learned to be a team player. I 
really enjoyed the service days and 
gained happiness from them. 

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been...  English is the biggest 
challenge: IAs, EE, and talking with 
other people. However, I am getting 
better which is nice. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... Finishing my EE and IAs, and 
knowing more people and teachers. 

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… Learning that studying is 
important, but not your whole life. I 
learned to ask my teachers questions.  

Words of advice to younger 
students… IB is tough, but you can 
pass it. Have fun with the experience 
in Riverstone and cherish it. Because 
one day when you do something like I 
am doing right now, you really hope 
time can be stopped here forever. 

Three words… Magic. Amazing. Fun.

Zengjia “Jerry” L 
UNIVERSITY OF UTAH 

Hometown: Beijing, China 
Years at Riverstone:  2 
  
Extended Essay:  To what extent are 
video games be accepted and 
considered as an art form? 

Something that people may not 
know about me… I am big fan of 
music games; I practiced on lot on my 
skill and even helped to build the 
Wikipedia entry with my experiences. 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience? I participated in the 
orienteering club, volunteered at the 
Idaho Foodbank, and competed on 
Riverstone’s science bowl team. 

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been...  The style of the IB courses, 
especially critically thinking and 
needing to manage your time well. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... The teachers are really nice and 
wiling to help with any problems you 
have. Students are awesome here and 
full of talent. 

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… I felt the pressure to 
improve my academic capabilities and 
now know the challenges I will face in 
college.  

Words of advice to younger 
students… Procrastination is one of 
the most dangerous enemies in 
people’s life, and IB is the best 
battlefield to defeat it.  

Three words… Treasure. Colorful. 
Pluralistic.

Carlyn L 
WAKE FOREST 
UNIVERSITY 

Hometown: Boise, Idaho 
Years at Riverstone: 13 
  
Extended Essay: To what extent was 
Ulysses Grant success as a military 
leader a detriment to his success as 
a presidential leader?  

Something that people may not 
know about me… I am obsessed 
with Harry Potter. 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience? I was on the Board at 
One Stone, played volleyball, and 
joined Student Council. 

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been... The Extended Essay and the 
Personal Project; they took a lot of 
effort but caused me to think about 
what I enjoyed studying.  

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... The outdoor trips, especially 
the tenth grade yurt trip when all 30 
of us slept in one yurt. These trips 
helped me realize that the people at 
Riverstone are like family. 

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… I learned to lead and be 
confident with who I am as a person.  

Words of advice to younger 
students… Don’t let your high 
school career be defined by the hard 
work that Riverstone is, let it be 
defined by the amazing people that 
you have surrounded yourself with.  

Three words… Love. Laughter. 
Adventures.
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Quinn M 
UNIVERSITY OF PUGET SOUND 

Hometown: Boise, Idaho 
Years at Riverstone: 6 
  
Extended Essay:   Peace and 
Progress: To what extent are the tactics 
of peaceful protests more effective than 
the tactics of violent ones?  

Something that people may not know 
about me… When I was 13 years old, 
my friends and I made an entire room 
underground with chairs, windows, and 
a door by tunneling into the side of a 
hill behind my old house. 

CAS experience… I was a volunteer 
for the Boise Bicycle Project. I helped 
rebuild used bikes and made them 
rideable again for people in need.  

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been...  Procrastinating, public 
speaking, editing and perfecting my EE, 
and time management. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been… The relationships with teachers 
and classmates, outdoor trips, the soccer 
team, and being taught in a very clear 
and fun way.  

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… The ability to create 
friendships and to be able to work 
effectively in any setting with or 
without collaboration. By being at 
Riverstone I have gained the ability to 
take more chances, whether that be 
academically or in life in general. 
  
Three words… Loving. Interesting. 
Challenging.

Neal M 
GAP YEAR 

Hometown: South Bend, Indiana 
Years at Riverstone: 4 
  
Extended Essay: Exploration of 
athletes in collegiate athletics  
  
Something that people may not 
know about me… Overall I feel like 
I’m a open book and very outgoing 
so there really isn't much unknown. 

CAS experience… My CAS project 
was to put together a Rotary program 
that would go out on the weekends 
and clean up baseball fields. 

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been... the academic rigor of the 
curriculum. Later into my 11th and 
12th grade year, the importance of 
school and completing all of my 
homework was much more important 
to keep up with the class. Besides 
that the sports provided by the school 
are relatively limited and I wasn't 
able to participate in sports that I 
likely would have if they were 
provided.

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... I have made some fantastic 
relationships with international 
students that I’ll always be friends 
with. The bonding and family I’ve 
made on the basketball court was 
probably one of the most memorable 
and influential things that happened 
to me during my time at Riverstone 
and the chance to have a extremely 
good season my senior year.  

Three words… Enjoyable. 
Rigorous. Memorable. 
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Berkly M 
LEWIS AND CLARK COLLEGE 

Hometown: Boise, Idaho 
Years at Riverstone: 6 
  
Extended Essay:  How were 
education and arts used during the 
Chinese Cultural Revolution of 
1966-1976 and what were the most 
significant outcomes of these policies? 

Something that people may not 
know about me… When I was 3 or 4, 
I sent my brother to the hospital 
because I got mad at him while we 
were in the bathtub. 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience? I played soccer for 
Riverstone and Idaho Rush, and was in 
Student Council and the Athletic 
Leadership program.  

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been... Balancing my time between 
homework, sports, and other interests. 
Procrastination is not the answer!  

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... Coming to school everyday to 
be surrounded by amazing people and 
unforgettable teachers. Also spending 
time in the great outdoors with the 
people I love.  

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… Riverstone has advanced 
my writing and critical thinking skills 
to make clear and coherent arguments 
and has given me the confidence to 
pursue my interests no matter the 
difficulty. 

Three words… Unforgettable. 
Unique. Adventure.



Natalie P 
WHITMAN COLLEGE 

Hometown: Boise, Idaho 
Years at Riverstone: 13 
  
Extended Essay:   The Effect of 
Diurnal Variation on Snow 
Metamorphism in the Spring 
Intermountain Snowpack of Idaho 

Something that people may not 
know about me… I orienteer and am 
passionate about the outdoors. 

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been...  Balancing social and academic 
interests at Riverstone has been a 
challenge.  

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been… The support of the  Riverstone 
community has been one of the biggest 
highlights throughout my career at 
RIS. Having people that you can 
continually rely on for any struggles 
you may be facing is a hugely 
important component in life.  

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… I have a broad 
understanding of many subjects that 
will allow me to pursue what I want in 
my future. This is extremely important 
to me because I do not have a 
definitive career path in mind for 
myself.  

Words of advice to younger 
students… Do not 
procrastinate — I beg of you.  

Three words… Family. Perseverance. 
Self-discovery. 

Mikayla R 
TUFTS UNIVERSITY 

Hometown: Boise, Idaho 
Years at Riverstone: 11 

Something that people may not 
know about me… There was a 
brief stint in my life when I was 
convinced I would either become a 
professional tap dancer, or my dogs 
would go to the Olympics for 
exceptional obstacle course 
performance. 

The challenges at Riverstone 
have been... Finding a balance 
between academics, 
extracurriculars, and free-time. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... Growing up with this class 
has allowed for the strongest and 
most valuable bond between 
friends I could ever imagine. While 
backpacking through nothing but a 
vast expanse of sagebrush and 
tumbleweeds doesn’t sound the 
least bit appealing, it is experiences 
like these that stick in my memory 
as the fondest. This class makes the 
best out of anything. 

What gives you confidence for 
the next steps… Learning among 
my peers, with teachers who 
genuinely care has not only given 
me the knowledge I will need to 
move forward, but has additionally 
taught me innumerable lessons on 
values, morals and a genuine, 
healthy approach to life. 

Three words… Inspirational. 
Unforgettable. Family.
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Ben M 
THE VANCOUVER 

INSTITUTE OF MEDIA ARTS  

Hometown: Kibbutz Sde-Yoav, Israel  
Years at Riverstone: 3 
  
Extended Essay:  Don’t Mess With 
The Tramp, He Cannot Die!  

Something that people may not 
know about me… I am almost fluent 
in spoken gibberish and I like soft 
plush toys. 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience?  I taught Hebrew to my 
friends and specialized in rock 
climbing in our awesome Outdoor 
Leadership Program. 

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been... Managing time to finish as 
much work as we have while still 
being social with my friends. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... The outdoor trips and my own 
development in the Outdoor 
Leadership Program.  

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… I have learned that being 
open to new angles and opportunities 
can be very eye-opening and beneficial 
for self-development and human 
relationships.  

Words of advice for younger 
students… Eat. Work. Socialize. 
Sleep. Repeat. That's the idea but 
you'll have to make some cuts because 
your brain can’t manage it all.  

Three words… Collaborative. 
Diverse. Challenging.



Katarina S 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY 

Hometown: Houston, Texas 
Years at Riverstone: 12 
  
Extended Essay:  To what extent was 
the UN response to the Bosnian 
genocide justified? 

Something that people may not 
know about me… I once got stuck in 
an airplane bathroom, hopefully it 
won't happen again! 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience?  Volunteered at a non-
profit farm, worked on a classic car, 
and played various sports. 

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been...  In the beginning of my time at 
Riverstone, I was very cautious. 
Sometimes, I still struggle breaking 
out of my comfort zone. But, through 
experience I have slowly but surely 
emerged. Yes, I still have some 
reservations about heights, needles, 
and snakes but I've navigated countries 
and Model UN speeches with the skills 
I've gained at Riverstone.  

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been… The trips, learning 
environment, and the memories I've 
made with friends both inside and 
outside of the classroom.  

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… I think the lessons in 
leadership, perseverance, and 
adaptation will serve me well in the 
future. 

Three words… International. 
Knowledgeable. Andy.

Ahmad S 
UNIVERSITY OF 

CALIFORNIA, BERKELY 

Hometown: Tracy, California 
Years at Riverstone: 2.5 

Something that people may not 
know about me… I have almost 
been struck by lightning on 
multiple occasions and I’ve had my 
heart set on becoming a 
cardiologist since I was 4. 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience? I was a teacher at a 
local Sunday School, which helped 
me appreciate the effort teachers 
put into creating a curriculum and 
presenting it to students. 

The challenges at Riverstone 
have been... Staying on top of all 
of the schoolwork. While the 
workload is manageable, you have 
to always stay focused and on task. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... The amazing people and 
friends I’ve made. The Riverstone 
community is one that is supportive 
and will stay with you for the rest 
of your life. 

What gives you confidence for 
the next steps… Learning to do 
what you love, no matter how 
difficult or daring it is.  

Words of advice to younger 
students… Work with your 
teachers! They are one of the best 
resources unique to Riverstone. 

Three words… Adventure. 
Diversity. HL Math.
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Erin S 
CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY 

Hometown: Boise, Idaho 
Years at Riverstone: 10 
  
Extended Essay:  In what ways has 
the street art movement provided an 
outlet for public communication of 
social and political issues? 

Something that people may not 
know about me… I have a 
remarkably terrible sense of direction 
and half of my family is German. 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience? I was a member of One 
Stone, took German lessons, and 
focused on fitness and healthy eating. 

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been...  Finding a balance between 
school, activities, and my social life as 
well as managing the workload during 
especially busy times of year. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... Being surrounded by such a 
supportive community of teachers and 
friends and forming such strong 
bonds.  

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… The problem-solving, 
critical thinking, and time management 
skills that I gained at Riverstone will 
definitely help me in the future. 

Words of advice to younger 
students… Take advantage of 
the opportunities that your 
school gives you. 
. 
Three words… Challenging. Growth. 
Unforgettable.



Arald S 
POST-GRAD YEAR 

Hometown: Tirana, Albania 
Years at Riverstone: 2 
  
Extended Essay:  To what extent did 
Hermann Oberth influence manned 
spaceflight? 

Something that people may not 
know about me…  I like to learn new 
things all the time. 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience?  I volunteered at a library. 

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been... Organizing time when there 
were many things happening at the 
same time and also focusing on some 
subjects more than other ones.  

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been… Being part of the community 
and findings assistance from friends 
and teachers on my problems. Just 
knowing that I was included in this 
wonderful community even though I 
only have 2 years here simply shows 
how supportive the entire school is and 
fundamentally helped me on my 
journey.  

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… Riverstone taught me to 
share ideas and thoughts with my 
classmates and most of all, finding the 
confidence to talk with teachers about 
what I was having problems with. 
  
Words of advice to younger 
students… Socialize more and enjoy 
what Riverstone has to offer. 

Three words… Special. Fast-paced. 
Enjoyable.

Becca T 
BRYN MAWR COLLEGE 

Hometown: Dallas, Texas 
Years at Riverstone: 7 

Extended Essay:  Sylvia Plath and 
Electra: The Unwavering Impact of 
Freudian Theory on the Works of a 
Confessional Poet? 

Something that people may not 
know about me… I dressed up as a 
poodle girl for Halloween for three 
consecutive years. 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience?  I work with the Write 
From the Heart committee, part of the 
Cancer Connection of Idaho. 

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been... Learning to make manageable 
goals. Sometimes, less is more. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... Making some pretty weird, 
bold, creative, caring, supportive, 
funny, and gifted friends. It is nice to 
reminisce on the outdoor tips we have 
shared, and the memories created in 
just one day of school. It makes the 
wrath of the I.B. less menacing. 

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… The independence and 
strength cultivated through 
Riverstone’s academics, athletics, and 
outdoor program has changed my life 
for the better. These experiences 
build character, and the class of 2016 
is nothing if not full of unique 
characters. 

Three words… Bright. Game-
changing. Supportive.
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Aishwarya S 
UNIVERSITY OF 

CALIFORNIA, DAVIS 

Hometown: New Delhi, India 
Years at Riverstone: 8 
  
Extended Essay:  To what extent did 
Karma in Jainism evolve from the 
Hindu concept of Karma? 

Something that people may not 
know about me… My nickname is 
‘Vasu’: the name of Lord Krishna’s 
(Hindu God) father. 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience? I took part in the 24 hour 
think challenge, Refugee Tutoring and 
Explore Camp. I am the president of 
Veggie Club and a member of the High 
School Science Bowl team. 

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been... Time management!!! Between 
the vast study material and after school 
activities, there is too much to do and 
learn with only 24 hours in a day. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... Teachers – truly AWESOME, 
who have always inspired me 
throughout my journey. I’ve also 
enjoyed being part of a community of 
like minded individuals. Riverstone 
illustrates that “not all classrooms have 
walls”, but they do have leaders, 
friends, and family. 

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… I learned how to interact 
with other people and engage critically 
in discussions. 

Three words… Genial. Adventurous. 
Knowledgeable.
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Qiming “Regan” Z 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, 

SAN DIEGO 

Hometown: Yuyao, Zhejiang, China 
Years at Riverstone: 4 

Extended Essay: How Does 
Temperature Variance Affect Energy 
Output from A Leclanché Cell? 

Something that people may not know 
about me…  My favorite snack is 
OREOs; I won’t shave my beard and 
mustache until I am 21. 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience? I took part in basketball, 
soccer, mountain biking, orienteering, 
and others. It was very exciting and 
interesting to experience a variety of 
things in Riverstone. 

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been...  Balancing the demands of 
athletic, academics, and family.  

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been… The outdoors trips: I was excited 
to sleep in a snow cave, find arrowheads, 
rock-climb, and do other novel things. I 
also really enjoyed the trip to San Diego 
over spring break, where we tried all 
kinds of surfing and sightseeing. 

What gives you confidence for the next 
steps… I strengthened my English skills. 
  
Words of advice to younger students… 
Don’t hesitate to try what you like and 
stay confident. Go Otters! 

Three words… American. Energetic. 
Diverse.

Geyu “Brekka” W 
UNIVERSITY OF UTAH 

Hometown: Shenzhen, China 
Years at Riverstone: 2 
  
Extended Essay:  The Effect of Light 
Intensity on the Rate of Cytoplasmic 
Streaming in Elodea canadensis 

Something that people may not 
know about me… I play the trumpet. 

Tell us a little about your CAS 
experience? Most of my CAS is 
centered around dancing. I have ballet 
twice a week and have danced in the 
Nutcracker and Spring Recital. I also 
participated in volunteering, skiing and 
Student Council.  

The challenges at Riverstone have 
been...  Studying in an all-English 
environment. In addition to the the 
English language difficulties, the IB 
Diploma Programme made my 
learning experience here even more 
challenging. 

The highlights at Riverstone have 
been... Classes are very small, the 
students are kind, and teachers and 
staff are helpful. 

What gives you confidence for the 
next steps… My English improved 
significantly and I learned how to 
write formal research papers. I’m 
prepared for college level courses. 

Words of advice to younger 
students… Know yourself. 

Three words… Dawn of College.
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Prescott College  
Purdue University (2) 
Reed College 
Skidmore College 
St. Mary’s College of California 
St. Olaf College 
Stanford University 
Tufts University 
University of British Columbia 
University of California, Berkeley 
University of California, Davis (3) 
University of California, Irvine 
University of California, Los Angeles 
University of California, San Diego (2) 
University of Colorado, Boulder 
University of Denver (2) 
University of Florida 
University of Idaho (3) 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
University of Iowa 
University of Montana (2) 
University of New Hampshire 
University of Pennsylvania 
University of Puget Sound (4) 
University of Rochester (3) 
University of Southern California 
University of the Redlands 
University of Utah 
University of Utah, Honors College 
University of Vermont (3) 
University of Washington 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Vancouver Institute of Media Arts 
Villanova University (2) 
Wake Forest University 
Washington University in St. Louis 
Whitman College (3) 
Willamette University 
Williams College

American University (2) 
Arizona State University 
Arizona State University, Honors Program 
Bard College 
Barnard College 
Beloit College (2) 
Boise State University 
Boston University 
Brandeis University (2) 
Brown University 
Bryn Mawr College 
California Polytechnic State University 
Carleton College 
Case Western Reserve University 
Chapman University 
Cleveland Institute of Music 
Colby College 
College of Idaho (4) 
Colorado College (2) 
Colorado State University 
Colorado State University, Honors College 
Cornell University 
Cornish College of the Arts 
Creighton University (2) 
Duke University 
Elon University 
George Washington University 
Gonzaga University 
Hollins University 
Kenyon College 
Lewis and Clark College (5) 
Linfield College 
Middlebury College 
Montana State University 
Montana State University, Honors Program 
Northern Arizona University 
New York University 
Oberlin College 
Peabody Institute of The Johns Hopkins University 
Pennsylvania State University

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES FOR THE CLASS OF 2016

OUR MISSION 

Riverstone International School inspires courageous journeys  
of academic and personal exploration  

that enable our students to leave purposeful lives.

5521 Warm Springs Avenue • Boise Idaho USA • (208) 424-5000 • www.riverstoneschool.org

http://www.riverstoneschool.org
http://www.riverstoneschool.org

