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Welcome and School Mission 

Our Mission 
The mission of Riverstone International School is to inspire courageous journeys of academic and 

personal exploration that enable our students to lead purposeful lives. 

  

As a school, we have made a commitment to offering our students an educational experience 

that provides outstanding academic preparation plus additional experiences that shape students’ 

understanding of themselves and the world. These experiences center around our Five Pillars of 

Academic Excellence, Community and Service, Leadership by Example, International 

Understanding, and Outdoor Education. We also are committed to creating an environment of 

respect and trust between students, teachers, and administrative staff. 

  

A student’s time at Riverstone will be a wonderful period of individual growth. It is our goal that 

each student graduates prepared for the opportunities ahead of them. Our staff will ensure that 

students are given the tools that are necessary to lead a purposeful and rewarding life; we ask 

that students use those tools to the best of their abilities. Students should view teachers as role 

models and mentors and see them as guides on their journey. We encourage students to take 

responsibility for their actions, both inside and outside of the classroom, which means that 

students learn to advocate for themselves and their education; a skill that, more than any other, 

leads to success in college and life. 

  

We understand that every journey will be different and none will be perfect, but that each journey 

will be filled with learning opportunities. We ask students to please read and understand some of 

the policies that arise most in the day-to-day life of the school. 

  

We encourage students to please take the time to discuss any questions with a teacher or 

member of the administrative team. 

Riverstone’s Guiding Principles and Values 
We believe that clear expectations and accountability are integral elements to personal 

responsibility and the well-being of our community. 

 

At Riverstone International School, students and staff are expected to adhere to our Guiding 

Principles in their daily actions: 

• I will seek understanding 

• I will respect myself and others 

• I will take action to contribute to my community 
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Our goal is that students develop into lifelong learners. 

These three principles help students develop the essential characteristics of the International 

Baccalaureate Learner Profile - which encapsulate our values -  in which students strive to be: 

• Inquirers 

• Knowledgeable 

• Thinkers 

• Communicators 

• Principled 

• Open-minded 

• Caring 

• Risk-takers 

• Balanced 

• Reflective 

Our Five Pillars 
At Riverstone, the Five Pillars provide the framework for everything we do. 

• Academic Excellence 

• Community and Service 

• Leadership by Example 

• International Understanding 

• Outdoor Education 

 

Using these pillars as guides, we create pathways for our students to explore academically and 

personally. These explorations help students develop a greater understanding of who they are 

and the mindset to find purpose in their lives. 

 

Although the experiences associated with each of the Five Pillars differ depending upon the age 

of the student, overarching principles define each of the pillars and the activities associated with 

them. We encourage you to read more about each pillar in the individual school sections. 

Academic Excellence 
At Riverstone, every student arrives with his or her individual knowledge, strengths, and needs, 

and will be challenged and supported accordingly. By creating a shared expectation between 

students and the school to strive for personal growth and academic excellence, we help students 

become independent thinkers whose curiosity, creativity, and commitment bring life-long 

success. 

Community and Service 
Riverstone International School is a diverse community of parents, students and staff who 

challenge and support one another while learning, sharing, exploring and serving together. Our 
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individual passions, interests, and cultures combine to create a connected community that 

supports the mission of the school, as well as our local and global communities. 

Leadership by Example 
At Riverstone, we value leadership. Students develop into leaders by influencing those around 

them through the examples they set and how they lead their lives. 

International Understanding 
At Riverstone, students cultivate a diverse world-view and appreciation for the world’s peoples 

and cultures via academic endeavors and personal experiences. Through classrooms, in-home 

exchange programs, the outdoors, and international travel experiences, students form an 

international understanding that will give them the ability to engage and contribute to our global 

society. 

Outdoor Education 
Riverstone’s outdoor education program provides our students with learning-based experiences 

that build self-confidence, teamwork, leadership, and responsibility, while fostering a greater 

appreciation for nature and the environment. Through activities that extend the classroom 

curriculum to the outdoors, our students learn to overcome challenges and forge lifelong skills 

that help them succeed at Riverstone — and prepare them for life beyond our doors. 

Riverstone’s Non-Discrimination Statement 
Riverstone International School admits students of all races, color, national and ethnic origin, and 

makes available to all the rights, privileges and activities generally accorded or made available to 

every student at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, ideologies, nationality, or ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, 

admissions policies, tuition assistance programs and other school-administered programs. 

Riverstone’s Diversity Statement 
Riverstone International School believes diversity fosters a vibrant school environment. We 

actively seek to include, engage and empower all members of our school community while 

respecting race, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, age, physical ability, ideologies, nationality 

and socioeconomic status of individuals. Through discourse and exploration of ideas, we 

celebrate the rich dimensions of diversity within each individual, encourage individual identity 

development, and strive to become compassionate citizens of the world. 

School Mascot 
The school’s mascot is the river otter. River otters, mink and beaver live in rivers near the school.  
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General Administrative Information 

School hours and addresses 
Riverstone International School’s campus is open from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM every day. School 

starts at 8:30 AM and ends at 3:05 PM. There is an on campus, supervised study area available to 

students in grades 6-12 from 4:00 PM until 6:00 PM on Monday through Thursday. 

 

The school’s 14 acre/5.7 hectare main campus is located at 5521 Warm Springs Avenue, Boise, 

Idaho 83716. Students should have mail sent to the main campus and not to the residence. 

 

The school’s residential house is located in downtown Boise at Suite Four, 1257 West River 

Street, Boise, Idaho 83702. 

 

The campus and the residence are approximately 6 miles/10 kilometers distant from each other. 

There is a pedestrian and bicycle path that connects the campus and the residence. 

Administrative Contacts 
Name Title Phone Email 
Bob Carignan Head of School 208-473-0056 bcarignan@riverstoneschool.org 
Rachel Pusch Director of Enrollment & Admissions 

(including visas) 
208-424-5000 
#3 

rpusch@riverstoneschool.org 

Andy Johnson Middle & High School Director 208-284-8664 ajohnson@riverstoneschool.org 
Jami Whitmer Diploma Programme Coordinator 

(Gr 11-12) 
Contact via 
email 

jwhitmer@riverstoneschool.org 

Damon Brown Middle Years Programme 
Coordinator (Gr 6-10) 

Contact via 
email 

dbrown@riverstoneschool.org 

Gretchen 
Arguedas 

College Counselor Contact via 
email 

garguedas@riverstoneschool.org 

Contacting the Faculty (Teachers) 
Our faculty are here to help each student achieve as much success as possible. Riverstone 

encourages each student to take charge of their own learning and to advocate (speak up) for 

themselves. Please see the school directory on the website for individual teacher emails and/or 

use ManageBac as a resource. 

Emergency Contacts 
Dial 911. The emergency telephone number in the United States is 911. Police, fire and 

ambulance services can be reached immediately at this number. Should you have an emergency 

at home and need to contact Riverstone, please contact the names below. 

 
Name Title Phone Email 
Bob Carignan Head of School 208-473-0056 bcarignan@riverstoneschool.org 
Andy Johnson Middle & High School Director 208-284-8664 ajohnson@riverstoneschool.org 
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Riverstone International School Programs 
 

Academic Program  
Riverstone is an IB World School and offers a full continuum of International Baccalaureate 

programs - including the Primary Years Programme, the Middle Years Programme and the 

Diploma Programme. All of our students are expected to pursue the International Baccalaureate 

Diploma in addition to a Riverstone diploma. Riverstone has been conducting IB examinations for 

over ten years. IB examinations take place during the month of May of a student’s 12th Grade 

(Senior) year. 

Grades 9 and 10 - Middle Years Programme (MYP) 
 

The MYP at Riverstone offers eight courses. 

 

Grade 9 

• First Language - English or First Language 

• Second Language - Chinese, Spanish or English 

• Individuals and Societies - Modern European History 1792-1939 

• Mathematics - Advanced Algebra and Trigonometry 

• Science - Conceptual Physics 

• Arts - Visual Arts (one semester) and Music (one semester) 

• STEM (robotics, programming and practical application of physics) 

• Physical Education 

 

Grade 10 

• First Language - English or First Language 

• Second Language - Chinese, Spanish or English 

• Individuals and Societies - Asian History and Geography 

• Mathematics - Pre-Calculus 

• Science - Chemistry (lab based, organic, inorganic and biochemistry) 

• Arts - Visual Arts (one semester) and Music (one semester) 

• Physical Education 

• Personal Project - a year long, independent research and design project. 

Grades 11 and 12 - Diploma Programme  
Subject Groups and Riverstone course offerings* 
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• Studies in Language and Literature: English Language and Literature (SL/HL) and Self-
Taught Language A (SL) for non-native English speakers 

• Individuals and Societies: World Religions (SL), Geography (HL) and Global Politics (SL/HL) 
• Mathematics: Mathematics (HL) and Mathematics (SL) 
• The Arts: Music (HL/SL) and Visual Arts (HL/SL) 
• Sciences: Biology (HL/SL), Chemistry (HL/SL), and Physics (HL/SL) 
• Language Acquisition: Spanish (HL/SL), French (HL/SL), Ab-Initio Language (SL) (language 

to be determined) and English B (HL) for non-native English speakers 
 
*Course selections are reviewed annually and subject to change 

First Language Resources 
Bring the following resources with you. These must be in your first/native language and in a 

physical, book form. Ebooks and electronic dictionaries are not allowed. Purchase these in your 

home country and bring them to Boise. This is not a complete list. Check Riverstone’s website in 

July for a complete list of required books and supplies. 

 

Grade 9 

• Animal Farm - George Orwell 

• Two children’s books (for ages 2-5) 

• Translating dictionary 

 

Grade 10 

• The Book Thief - Markus Zusak 

• Things Fall Apart - Chinua Achebe 

• Translating dictionary 

 

Grades 11/12 

• Please check Riverstone’s website in July for an updated list of required books and 

supplies. 

 

College Counseling Program 

College Counseling Philosophy 
At Riverstone, our goal is to help you and your child make informed decisions about planning and 

applying for college through a personalized and individual approach.  

 

Ultimately, we want to ensure you have all the information you need to choose the best fit for 

your child. Our college counseling program begins in grade 9 and continues through grade 12. 
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Highlights of college counseling at Riverstone 

• Exceptional access to our college counselor for students and families 

• Guidance built on extensive experience with a broad spectrum of colleges and universities 

worldwide 

• Recommendations so personalized they leave college admissions teams with no doubt 

about what our students will bring to their college 

• Personal support, especially during grade 12, to ensure applications, essays, and interviews 

represent your student’s authentic self 

• Pacific Northwest college tour and college counseling boot camp for grade 11 students 

• Attendance at the local college fair for grades 9 and 10 

• Connections between current Riverstone students and alumni 

• Assistance with college tour planning 

• Relationships with colleges at national and international levels that ensure Riverstone 

students are recognized for participating in the rigorous International Baccalaureate 

Diploma Programme 

 

Counseling Team and Contact Information 

 
Name Title Phone Email 
Bob Carignan Head of School 208-473-0056 bcarignan@riverstoneschool.org 
Gretchen 
Arguedas 

College Counselor Contact via 
email 

garguedas@riverstoneschool.org 

 

Outdoor Education Program 

Outdoor Education Program Philosophy 
Riverstone’s outdoor education program helps our students develop self-confidence, teamwork, 

leadership skills, and responsibility while fostering a greater appreciation for nature and the 

environment. 

 

Through the Outdoor Program students acquire a significant repertoire of backcountry skills as 

well as independence, determination, resilience and compassion. They fine-tune their ability to 

identify campsites, set up tents, choose proper clothing, and pack their backpacks. They also 

learn to navigate with a map and compass, rock climb, kayak, and build snow shelters. Most 

importantly, our students and trip leaders follow Leave No Trace ethics. 

 

Trips through the mountains, rivers, and deserts of Idaho provide the perfect environment in 

which to challenge our students both physically and emotionally. And while not every student will 

develop a love for hiking up to high mountain lakes or for rafting, our students learn that they 

can.  
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On the water, on the trail, or in camp, students are encouraged to take a break from their 

digitized lives. We make sure that Riverstone students know the joy of skipping a rock, watching a 

moonrise, and enjoying uncluttered time with friends.  

Outdoor Education Program Contact Info  
 
Name Title Phone Email 
Ben Brock Outdoor Education Coordinator  bbrock@riverstoneschool.org 

 

Outdoor Experiences  
• Grade 9: Backpacking or camping trip during the autumn in the Sawtooth Wilderness and a 

backpacking trip in Utah’s Grand Gulch.  

• Grade 10: Backpacking or camping trip during the autumn in the Sawtooth Wilderness, a 

winter camping trip in late February and a backpacking trip in Idaho’s Owyhee Wilderness. 

• Grade 11: Backpacking or camping trip during the autumn in the Sawtooth Wilderness. 

• Grade 12: Backpacking or camping trip during the autumn in the Sawtooth Wilderness and 

a rock climbing trip during the Spring semester. 

Outdoor Leadership Program 
For experienced outdoor enthusiasts looking to get a little more out of their time outside, the 

Outdoor Leadership Program is a great way to refine their skills. Working closely with the 

Outdoor Education Coordinator, students learn to plan their own backpacking trips as well as 

develop their rock climbing, backcountry skiing, or kayaking/rafting skills. Students also become 

certified in Wilderness First Aid, and learn about decision-making and risk analysis. 

Equipment Needed for the Outdoor Education Program 
Check the school’s website for details on packing lists for outdoor trips. A student should plan to 

purchase and bring a pair of good fitting, sturdy hiking shoes or boots, a rain jacket appropriate 

for backpacking, a fleece/down jacket, a wool/fleece cap and warm gloves.  

 

Extracurricular Activities 

Riverstone Athletics Program 
Riverstone has a variety of competitive sports for both boys and girls. Riverstone is a member of 

the Idaho High School Sports Association (IHSSA). 
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Athletic facilities include a full sized, gymnasium with six basketball hoops and a climbing wall, a 

natural grass soccer field, four outside basketball courts and two, hard surface tennis courts. 

 

Sports offered 

• Co-educational Soccer (September-October) 

• Girls Volleyball (September-October) 

• Girls Basketball (October-January) 

• Boys Basketball (December-February) 

• Co-educational Soccer (February-May) 

• Orienteering - (all year) 

Advisory Program 
Riverstone’s advisory program is designed to be another place where students work together on 

service projects, compete together against other advisory teams and work together to solve fun 

problems and challenges. Advisory groups are intended to be a place to get to know students 

from across the school - not just in their grade. Each group is named after an Idaho river and is 

lead by two faculty members. Senior students can expect to take a leadership role inside the 

groups. Kevin Berner, the Student Activities and Service Coordinator, administers and runs the 

advisory program. 

Clubs & Activities 
Riverstone offers a variety of clubs and activities. These can vary from year-to-year based on 

student interest. Please view the School Resources page on the website for an updated list of 

clubs and activities. The school regularly offers Music Ensembles and Bands, Science Bowl, 

Student Council, Model United Nations, Sustainability, Outdoor Leadership, Athletic Leadership 

and Service-Learning Leadership. 

 

Practicalities 

Arrival 
Residential students may arrive and check-in at Riverstone House on Wednesday, August 23 

between 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM.  

 

**The school is unable to welcome students and families earlier than Wednesday, August 23. If 

you do arrive early, plan to stay in a local hotel and then check-in to the dorm on August 23.** 

 

Details about check-in and the first week’s schedule will be sent to families in June.  
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Send your flight information directly to Andy Johnson at ajohnson@riverstoneschool.org.  The 

Boise airport booking code is BOI.  

Packing and Preparing 
Please remember that you are going to be living with many other people and sharing communal 

spaces.  It will be very important that we all remember to respect each other and each other’s 

personal possessions.  

  

Plan to bring clothing that you can wear to school, during your free time, in the outdoors and on 

the playing fields and courts. Boise, Idaho has a relatively mild, four-season climate. However, it 

can get as hot as 105 degrees Fahrenheit in the summer and as cold as -10 Fahrenheit in the 

winter.  While Boise is generally very dry, it can and does snow during the winter. 

  

All rooms are furnished with a twin bed, and a desk for each student. If you find that you are 

missing something after you arrive, there are stores nearby where we can take you to pick up 

items for your room. Expect to have a roommate; all rooms are designed for two people. 

  

If you would like to directly mail some of the items on this list from home, please use the 

following address: 

  

Riverstone International School 

Attn: (Your Name) 

5521 Warm Springs Avenue 

Boise, Idaho 

83716     USA 

  

If you are ordering from a website and having items delivered to Riverstone, ensure that your 

name appears somewhere on the mailing label so that we know to whom to give the package. 

  

Provided by the School 

• Twin (regular and some XL) bed and mattress 

• Dresser 

• Wardrobe 

• Desk (these have 2 power outlets and 2 powered usb ports built in) 

• Mirror 

• Window coverings 

• Laundry facilities 

• Internet access 

• Refrigerator in dorm kitchen 
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What students should bring or have delivered 

Bedding and Accessories 

• Sheets for TWIN bed. Regular twin, not Twin XL size (recommend 2 sets of 

sheets; consider one set of flannel for colder months) 

• Mattress pad and protector 

• Comforter (down or synthetic) 

• Blanket/Throw 

• Pillow 

  

Bath/Personal Care and Grooming 

• Towels and washcloths (suggest 2-3 sets) 

• Bathrobe and shower shoes/flip flops 

• Shower caddy (bathrooms are communal) 

• Hair dryer 

• Flat/Curling iron with auto shut-off feature 

• Electric razor or shaving razor with extra blades 

  

Laundry & Cleaning 

• Laundry basket or mesh bag 

• Wastebasket 

  

Room Decor 

• Area rug/throw rugs (recommend purchasing here once you have discussed room 

decor with your roommate) 

• Portable Fan 

• Posters / flags, things from home that make you happy.  

  

Storage and Organization 

• Hangers 

• Storage crates / utility bins (able to fit under beds) 

• Memo board, small, dry erase 

• Wall safe adhesive (ie: 3M brand) for hanging posters and pictures 

  

Desk Accessories 

• Desk lamp (NO Halogen bulbs) 

• Desk supplies (pens, pencils, pencil sharpener, sticky notes, highlighters) 

• Translating dictionary (not electronic, must be a book that gives the translated 

word and not a definition of the word). For example, Wörterbuch = Dictionary.) 
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Electronics and Audio 

• PC or Mac with, at least, Microsoft Excel. Other word processing or presentation 

software is fine. 

• Plug adaptor from your country’s plug pattern to US plug pattern 

• Surge protector/power strip 

• Extension cord 

• Earbuds/Headphones 

• Phone device/computer charging cables 

  

DO NOT BRING 

• Microwaves 

• Toasters 

• Refrigerators 

• Candles or incense 

• Televisions 

• Space heaters 

  

School and Casual Clothing 

• Underwear 

• Socks 

• Sandals 

• Closed toe shoes appropriate for colder weather 

• Jeans, slacks, skirts or shorts that are appropriate for school 

• T-shirts, blouses, polo shirts, collared shirts (no inappropriate slogans or 

messages) 

• Pajamas 

• Swimsuit (one piece suit for girls, trunk style shorts for boys) 

  

Cold Weather/Outdoor Clothing 

• Long pants, synthetic material (no cotton) 

• T-shirts, synthetic material (no cotton) (x2) 

• Wool stocking cap 

• Fleece gloves 

• Waterproof, ski gloves 

• Rain jacket made of breathable material like Gore-Tex, large enough to fit over 

fleece jacket 

• Baseball style cap  

• Wool or synthetic/wool blend socks (4 pr) 

• Synthetic long underwear bottoms 

• Synthetic long underwear top 

• Mid-weight fleece jacket/pullover (anorak or zip up styles are fine) 
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• Light or mid-weight hiking shoes or sturdy, well-made trail running shoes.  

Excellent brands to consider are Salomon, Inov8, Montrail, Vasque, Merrell, Asolo, 

La Sportiva and Salewa. 

• Headlamp 

• Two, shatterproof, 1 liter water bottles. Brands like Nalgene and Camelbak are 

perfect.  

  

Athletic Clothing 

  

• Running shorts 

• Running shoes 

• Athletic bra 

• T-shirt 

  

General School Supplies and Book Lists 

Please see the School Resources tab on our website: 

http://www.riverstoneschool.org/resources/ 

Rooms and Roommates 
The residence is designed to house 16 student male students and 16 female students. Each 

student shares a large room with one other student. Each room has windows with views on the 

city and mountains and is also equipped with its own air conditioning and heating unit. Each 

person in the room has a desk, desk lamp, dresser and closet. Riverstone encourages each 

student to personalize their space while respecting their roommate. Students must bring or 

purchase their own bed linens and blankets, hangers, and additional storage containers. You will 

know who your roommate is at least one week before you arrive. 

Summer Storage 
Each summer, students who are returning the following school year, will have to clean their rooms 

and put their clothing, books, supplies, bedding etc in storage until the following school year. 

The school does provide storage space. 

Transportation 
One of the school’s two busses picks up and returns students to the residence daily. Additionally, 

the residence has its own, dedicated 12-passenger Mercedes Sprinter van.  

 

Residential students are not permitted to drive until they are 18 years old and/or are in 12th 

Grade. Idaho’s laws regarding driver’s training, insurance and vehicle safety are relatively strict. 

The school cannot assume any responsibility for helping students obtain their driving license.  
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Students may use taxis, services like Über and Lyft, city busses, bicycles, skateboards or walk to 

get around town. 

 

Motorized scooters or bicycles, mopeds, and motorcycles are not allowed.  

Meals  
On weekdays, the morning begins at Riverstone House with cereal, fruit, yogurt, muffins, tea and 

coffee. On weekends, the Residential Coordinators cook a hot breakfast of pancakes or eggs with 

sausage. This breakfast is available as a buffet throughout the morning.  

 

Lunch is a catered meal at school. On weekends students prepare food for themselves or go to 

nearby restaurants. The residence is very close to downtown restaurants, and students enjoy 

walking downtown to have lunch with friends.  

 

During the week the school provides catered dinners. Examples of meals that are served include  

chicken and rice, salads, hearty soups, sushi, and pasta.  

 

On the weekends, the Residential Coordinators cook dinner at the residence, or take the group 

out for an informal meal in the city. We celebrate each student’s birthday. 

 

Students are allowed to prepare snacks and light meals in the kitchen on weekends or directly 

after school. 

 

There are snacks available and students are asked to purchase their own, personal favorites. 

Laundry 
The residence is equipped with washers and dryers on each floor. Students may also send laundry 

out for dry cleaning and washing at their expense. 

Shopping  
Students can purchase school supplies at Office Depot, toiletry items at Walgreens, food at 

WinCo, Trader Joe’s, or Whole Foods, and clothing can be purchased Boise Town Square Mall, 

The Village at Meridian or in the many stores in Boise’s downtown. Many shopping destinations 

are within easy walking distance of Riverstone House. 

Entertainment  
As a group, the residence enjoys going to the movie theater together, going to hear lectures and 

attending local festivals, swimming at hot springs, going to the local farmer’s market, bowling, 

hiking, cross country skiing, and more.  
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Riverstone House has television, video games, ping pong, books and games available for 

enjoyment. 

Money and Banking  
Debit/Credit Cards: Students are encouraged to open bank accounts. This is much safer than 

keeping large amounts of cash and students will have a record of where they spent money. 

Parents can easily wire funds into the account. Debit cards withdraw funds directly from the bank 

account, and are a good option for students. Students are responsible for keeping track of the 

funds in their account.  

 

Available funds for sundries, personal care and entertainment: Students should plan to set aside 

$60-100 per month for entertainment, personal care, personal food, and sundries and extra 

school expenses.  

 

ATMs are widely available. 

Medical and Dental  
Boise has excellent medical and dental care available. A full range of routine, urgent, emergency 

and long-term medical care facilities are located close to the school and the residence. 

 

It is very important that each family disclose their child’s medical and dental history to Riverstone 

so that we can ensure the best care possible for them. Examples of things to disclose are 

allergies, pre-existing medical conditions, injuries that are healing, prescription medications that 

students are taking or will take, and ongoing care that is necessary from a medical doctor, dentist, 

orthodontist or mental health professional. 

 

The price of attendance for residential students at Riverstone International School living at 

Riverstone House includes a medical insurance policy for the duration of the student’s stay at 

Riverstone International School. Be aware that, as in the case of most insurance coverage, this 

policy does not cover 100% of medical costs (for example, insurance exclusions, deductibles, 

multiple visits, etc., may not be covered by insurance). If this occurs, any additional payment will 

be the responsibility of the parents or guardians, as applicable.  

 

Pre-existing conditions are not usually covered under this medical coverage. 

Riverstone International School will always seek to ensure that each student receives appropriate 

medical care, but Riverstone International School is not responsible for the medical coverage 

provided by the insurance company or its costs or consequences.  

Families should expect that there may be additional expenses for the medical care of their child 

during his/her stay which are not paid for by insurance and should be prepared to work directly 

with the health care and insurance providers to cover any additional medical bills. 
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Prescription and Over-the-Counter (OTC) Medicines 
Students must disclose to the school all prescription medicines and OTC medicines which they 

are taking at the time of arrival in Boise. The Residence Directors, and faculty on outdoor trips, 

must be informed of, control and dispense all prescription medications. The only exception is for 

birth control pills or devices. Students must bring a valid, written prescription from their doctor. 

Prescription medicine must be in the original, labeled container. 

Pre-existing Medical, Dental and Psychiatric Conditions 
Parents of and/or students must disclose pre-existing medical, dental and psychiatric conditions 

that may impact participation in school, sports or wilderness backpacking and hiking. Examples of 

these types of conditions could be, recently healed broken bone, treatment for depression, 

personality disorders, heart or circulatory conditions, blood disorders, history of multiple 

concussions, auto-immune disorders such as lupus, hypothyroidism, diabetes etc. Riverstone, if 

aware, can, in most cases, ensure care. Undisclosed conditions can result in a student being sent 

home for care at their family’s expense. 

 

Fundamental Rules for Communal Life at Riverstone House 

Values and Guiding Principles 
Riverstone’s Guiding Principles, the International Baccalaureate Learner Profile and the school’s 

Five Pillars represent our values and the framework in which they should be exercised - on 

campus, in the residence and on any school-sponsored activity. 

 

Riverstone’s Guiding Principles provide clear azimuths for each student’s behavior. 

 

I will seek understanding. 

This means, among other interpretations, that each Riverstone student seeks to increase 

their knowledge and skills, but also that they seek to understand each other, other 

cultures, other religions, and other value systems.  

 

I will respect myself and others. 

This means, among other interpretations, that each Riverstone student respects the 

privacy, humanity, opinions, property and abilities of every other student at the school. 

 

I will take action to contribute to my community. 

This means, among other interpretations, that each Riverstone student will independently 

take action to help others. Examples could be, providing comfort to a homesick student, 

encouraging another student on the athletic fields and courts, providing help in studying 
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for an exam; unloading the dishwasher without being asked; shutting a door left ajar - 

literally anything that makes your community happier, cleaner and safer. 

Fire Prevention and Safety 
• Students may not possess or operate any electrical appliance that contains a heating 

element. These include, but are not limited to, hot plates, rice cookers, heating coils, 

popcorn poppers, toasters, toaster ovens, espresso makers, coffee makers, toasters, 

toaster ovens, electric blankets, space heaters, sun lamps and irons etc.  

• Open flames are strictly prohibited. This includes candles, incense, camping stoves, 

barbeque grills, lighters etc. 

• Fireworks, explosives, explosive materials, volatile liquids are strictly prohibited. 

• Posters, wall hangings, fabric may not be hung from the ceiling or across entryways or 

windows. 

• Furniture and possessions must not obstruct, impede access to or block access to 

corridors, doors, windows or exits. 

• Extension cords are not allowed. Only UL listed and approved surge protector power strips 

may be used. Surge protector power strips should not be placed under carpeting or mats.  

• Tampering with or blocking access to fire safety equipment is strictly prohibited and will 

result in disciplinary action. This includes discharging, tampering with or deliberately 

blocking access to fire extinguishers. It also includes tampering with or disabling smoke or 

carbon monoxide detectors. 

• Smoking is not allowed in or on any building or area of Riverstone’s campus or residential 

facility. This includes during any time on a Riverstone sponsored activity, trip or outdoor 

program excursion. It is illegal for persons younger than 18 to purchase or use tobacco. 

• Students are not allowed to cook, using the stove or oven, unless one of the residential 

coordinators or assistants is present. 

Security Codes  
Riverstone’s residential facility, Riverstone House, has a state-of-the art security system. Each 

resident has a personal code to access the facility. Under no circumstances should a resident give 

their code to any other person.  

Cleaning and Cleanliness 
Communal living requires that each person in the residence clean up after themselves and to 

respect others’ rights to use all of the facilities and equipment. 

 

Riverstone ensures that the communal spaces at Riverstone House are completely cleaned at 

least twice per week by professional cleaners. Nonetheless, each student is responsible to ensure 

they keep their rooms clean and neat. Each student is also responsible to clean up any mess they 
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make in the bathrooms/showers. Vacuums are available on each floor so that students can 

vacuum their rooms. 

 

No food, other than hard candy or chewing gum, is allowed in student rooms. 

 

Residential Coordinators can and will, with advance notice, and with students present, check 

rooms for safety and cleanliness.  

Internet Usage 
Riverstone believes in free and open inquiry. Nonetheless, viewing or downloading pornography, 

pirated music, software or video and participating in chat rooms, online forums, messaging 

services or listserves that cater to religious/political extremism, hate for particular groups or other 

sites not in line with the school’s values or the laws of Idaho or the United States is not permitted. 

 

Students must take care not to post disparaging, hurtful or harassing comments about other 

people on social media, texts or email. These behaviors are not in line with Riverstone’s values 

and principles and may be construed as a misdemeanor “telephone harassment” charge under 

Idaho law (Section 18-6710). Posting pictures of other students or school employees without their 

express permission is not permitted.  

Sign In and Out of Riverstone House 
All residential students must sign in and out when leaving Riverstone House. They must have a 

charged telephone and respond if one of the Residential Coordinators contacts them by voice, 

text, or messaging app. The residence’s messaging app is WhatsApp. Students must contact the 

Residential Coordinators when going somewhere after school and inform them where you are 

going, with whom, and when you will return to the residence. 

School Campus Sign In and Sign Out 
At lunch, during the school week students in: 

• Grades 11 and 12 may leave campus in a car, on foot or on any other authorized means of 

transportation as long as they conduct themselves according to school policies, act in a 

safe manner and are back on time for class. Students who are repeatedly tardy to class or 

who break the school’s rules or Idaho’s laws may have their lunchtime off campus 

privileges suspended or revoked. 

• Grade 10 may leave campus for lunch, but are not permitted to drive a motor vehicle. They 

may walk or ride a bike. They may not ride with students in Grades 11 or 12 in a motorized 

vehicle. Students who are repeatedly tardy to class or who break the school’s rules or 

Idaho’s laws may have their lunchtime off campus privileges suspended or revoked. 

• Grade 9 may not leave campus for lunch at any time. 
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Visitors to Riverstone House 
Residential students may have non-Residential guests over during the daytime/evening hours on 

the weekend or weekdays. All guests must be approved and signed in by a residential 

coordinator. Overnight guests are never permitted. Guests are not allowed on the third or fourth 

floors. 

Bicycles 
Residential students are encouraged to have a bicycle. Boise is a very bicycle friendly city. There 

is a greenbelt that follows the river all the way to the main campus. It is about a ten kilometer/six 

mile bike ride to campus from the residence. Students must wear helmet designed for bicycle 

riding and, if operating the bicycle after dark, equip their bike with a headlight and reflectors. 

Riders are encouraged to wear a high visibility reflective belt or vest if operating their bicycle in 

low light situations. 

Motorized Vehicles 
Operating a motorized vehicle is a privilege extended only to grade 12 students (seniors) who are 

18 years old and already hold a valid license and have insurance on the vehicle they intend to 

drive. Residential coordinators will check to ensure the student has a valid license, insurance and 

the vehicle is properly registered. 

 

Senior students may only drive cars/pickups or vans. Three wheeled cars, motorcycles, mopeds, 

Segways, and motorized bicycles and similar vehicles are not permitted for use by any residential 

student. Seniors may use their cars to drive back and forth to campus and in any situation allowed 

for regular day students in the accomplishment of school activities. They may not transport any 

other residential student in their vehicle.  

 

All other residential students must move back and forth between campus and the residence in 

school owned and operated vehicles. Students (day or residential) are never allowed to operate 

school vehicles for any reason. 

Weapons 
Knives, firearms and other weapons are strictly forbidden in the residence, on campus, or on 

school activities or trips. Equipment for “weapons sports” such as kendo and fencing are 

permitted. Equipment for shooting sports such as trap and skeet, biathlon, archery etc are not 

permitted as the school does not have any areas suitable for proper security of these potentially 

deadly weapons. 
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Riverstone’s Disciplinary Guidelines 
The purpose of this policy/procedure is to give the student opportunities to correct his or her 

behavior and to learn from his or her mistakes. This policy is the same for day and residential 

students. 

 

In the case of continued lack of personal responsibility by a student, the following steps will be 

taken: 

Step 1: The teacher will discuss the behavior with the student and provide clear 

expectations in order to remedy the situation. 

 

Step 2: If the student’s behavior does not improve, the teacher will contact the parent via 

email or phone call. The teacher will discuss the issue with the parent and provide clear 

expectations in order to remedy the situation. 

 

Step 3: If the student’s behavior does not improve, the Division Director, student, and 

parent will conference and develop a plan of action that may include developing a 

contract for the student. 

 

Step 4:  If the student breaks the contract or otherwise the behavior doesn’t improve, the 

Division Director will contact the parent, advisor, teacher, Head of School and the student 

for a conference that may result in a suspension. 

 

In cases where teachers or administrators, upon observing an incident that may require 

immediate disciplinary action, will start with an investigation followed by the administrator 

contacting the parents and arranging for a conference with the student and parents. 

  

There are, however, certain infractions that may warrant immediate suspension or expulsion. The 

school reserves the right to disregard the four-step approach and take immediate action when 

necessary. Examples of these types of infractions could include: physically attacking another 

person, bringing a deadly weapon to school or the residence, making threats, engaging in hate 

speech or other similar egregious behaviors. 

Academic Honesty 
Riverstone and the International Baccalaureate encourage and support each child in presenting 

their own, original work. Neither organization will tolerate deliberate acts of academic 

misconduct.  

 

[The following is excerpted from the IBO’s document, Academic Honesty in the Diploma 

Programme. Retrieved on 28 February 2017 from occ.ibo.org]  
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Academic misconduct is a behavior that results in, or may result in, the student or any other 

student gaining an unfair advantage (or a behavior that disadvantages other students).  

 

Categories of “academic misconduct” in the IB:  

• Plagiarism is defined as the representation, intentionally or unwittingly, of the ideas, words 

or work of another person without proper, clear and explicit acknowledgment. The use of 

translated materials, unless indicated and acknowledged, is also considered plagiarism.  

• Collusion is defined as supporting academic misconduct by another student, for example 

allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another.  

• Misconduct during an IB examination or in any academic setting includes: 

o taking unauthorized material into an examination room,  

o disruptive behavior and communicating with others during the examination. 

o communication about the content of an examination 24 hours before or after the 

examination with others outside their school community is also considered a 

breach to IB regulations.  

o duplication of work is defined as the presentation of the same work for different 

classes or assessments. [end of excerpted material] 

Alcohol, Tobacco, and Illegal Drugs  
Alcohol and illegal drugs are prohibited in Riverstone House, on campus and at any school 

sponsored event. Serious disciplinary action up to and including expulsion may be imposed on 

student who possess, use or distribute alcohol, unauthorized prescription drugs or illegal drugs. 

Distribution of drugs and/or alcohol will be reported to the Boise Police Department for 

investigation.  

 

Tobacco, in all forms, and “vaping” are prohibited by all students regardless of age at the 

Residence, on campus or at school sponsored events. Use of tobacco by students under 18 is 

illegal under Idaho and U.S. laws. 

Sexual Intimacy 
We acknowledge that adolescence is a time when many children begin to explore their sexuality. 

However, sexually intimate behavior is not appropriate for students in Riverstone’s residential 

facility, at school or on school sponsored activities or trips. Riverstone has the right to take 

disciplinary action if this policy is violated. 
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Residential Coordinators, Schedules and Residence Closures 

Residential Coordinators 
Riverstone has two full time residential coordinators. Their only duties are to run the residence 

and take care of the students who live there. All coordinators and residential assistants live at the 

residence. 

Daily Schedule (Monday-Friday) 
• Downstairs by 7:15 AM for breakfast 

• Bus loads at 7:30 AM 

• 8:20 AM Classes begin 

• 3:30 PM Classes end 

• 3:50- 6:00 PM sports/clubs/free time 

• 6:00 - 7:00 PM Dinner 

• 7:00 - 9:00 PM Study Hall 

• 9:00 - 10:30 PM Free time (house meeting 1x per week) 

• 10:30 - 11:00 PM Quiet in rooms 

• 11:00 PM Lights out (desk light can be on until 11:30 PM) 

Weekend Schedule (Friday night, Saturday, Sunday, Holidays) 
Friday Night (considered the weekend after 4:00 PM) 

5:00 PM Islamic Center of Boise (Mosque) for Friday prayers (Jumu’ah) as requested 

6:00 PM Dinner  

6:00 PM Ahavath Beth Israel Synagogue for Shabbat as requested 

7:00 PM Relaxation, games, TV, movies etc. 

11:00 PM Grades 9 and 10 bedtime 

11:30 PM Grades 11 and 12 bedtime  

 

Saturday 

7:30 -10:30 AM Self-serve breakfast, free time 

10:00 AM Shabbat service at Ahavath Beth Israel Synagogue as requested 

9:00 AM -12:00 PM Free time, YMCA, Saturday MKT, daylong activity option (skiing, etc) 

12:00 PM Self-serve lunch  

1:00 PM Afternoon activities, movies, optional activities (BSU games, etc) 

6:00 PM Dinner 

7:00 PM Movies (common areas and downtown), games, etc. 

10:00 PM Check-in, relax 

11:00 PM Grades 9 and 10 bedtime 

11:30 PM Grades 11 and 12 bedtime 
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Sunday and school closures 

8:00 AM Self-serve brunch available all morning 

10:00 AM Church as requested, greenbelt walk, free time 

12:00 PM Self-serve lunch available 

1:00 PM Shopping as needed, sports available on TV, YMCA, etc. 

6:00 PM Dinner 

6:30 - 9:00 PM Study, relax, free time 

10:30 PM Students in rooms 

Residence Closures 
Riverstone House is closed during Winter Break and Spring Break. See Riverstone’s calendar on 

the school website (http://www.riverstoneschool.org/school-calendar) for up-to-date information. 

Students may not remain in the residence during these closure periods. They must travel home or 

stay with friends or family in the United States. In the event that a student will remain in the 

United States, the school’s leave policy will govern residential students’ travel. It is the student’s 

family’s responsibility to understand the limitations of the visa under which their child is in the 

United States.  

 

• Winter Break (two weeks) 

• Spring Break (two weeks) 

• End of Second Semester Move-out 

 

All I-20 forms must be signed prior to each departure from the United States. Authorized signers 

include the Director of Enrollment, the English B teacher, and the Head of School. 

Weekend and Holiday Leave Procedures 
Students who are leaving the residence for non-school related travel, including weekend or 

holiday “sleepovers,” must have permission from their parents in writing. The Residential 

Coordinators must have the complete itinerary for the student’s travel, in addition to permission 

from parents.  

 

Riverstone and its employees are not responsible for students after they have signed out and 

have left for a trip. Upon their return to the residence, students must sign back in. Riverstone 

reserves the right to disapprove overnight trips. 
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Contact Information 

 
Name Title Phone Email 

Bob Carignan Head of School 208-473-0056 bcarignan@riverstoneschool.org 

Rachel Pusch Director of Enrollment & 
Admissions (including visas) 

208-424-5000 
#3 

rpusch@riverstoneschool.org 

Andy Johnson Middle & High School 
Director 

208-284-8664 ajohnson@riverstoneschool.org 

Jami Whitmer Diploma Programme 
Coordinator (Gr 11-12) 

Contact via 
email 

jwhitmer@riverstoneschool.org 

Damon Brown Middle Years Programme 
Coordinator (Gr 6-10) 

Contact via 
email 

dbrown@riverstoneschool.org 

Ben Brock Outdoor Education 
Coordinator 

Contact via 
email 

bbrock@riverstoneschool.org 

Gretchen 
Arguedas 

College Counselor Contact via 
email 

garguedas@riverstoneschool.org 

Kevin Berner Student Activities and 
Service Coordinator 

Contact via 
email 

kberner@riverstoneschool 

 
Riverstone International School (Academic Campus) 

5521 Warm Springs Avenue 
Boise, ID 83716 

USA 

 
Riverstone House (Residential Facility) 

1257 West River Street, Suite Four 
Boise, ID 83702 

USA 
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